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On-Going Events 
 

• Bingo  Monday & Thursday 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM in the Main Hall.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
• Golf League  Thursdays w/Shotgun start 8:00 AM. 
       Call Walt Menage at (910-800-0046) or Buddy Reed at (352-228-4200)  
 
• Sunday Breakfast  8:30 AM - 11:00 AM.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
• Steak Night Second Friday of each month 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

 
• Fish Night Third Friday of each month 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
• “Show Me” 3 Card Bingo  Wednesday 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM.   OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
                                 
• Queen of Hearts  Thursday, Drawing at 6:30 PM.   
 
• Lounge Hours   Sunday 8:30 AM to 7:00 PM 
       Monday - Thursday 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM   
       Friday & Saturday  10:00 AM to 10:00 PM                                 
                   

Important Phone Numbers 
Vet Crisis Line:  1-800-273-8255  Press #1 

Project Vet Relief Advocate (Patie Pule)  570-369-3321 
National Suicide Hotline 988 

 

 

 



On July 4, 2026, our nation will commemorate and celebrate the 250th    
anniversary of  the signing of  the Declaration of  Independence.  

The journey toward this historic milestone is an opportunity to pause     
and reflect on our nation’s past, honor the contributions of  all              

Americans, and look ahead toward the future we want to create for          
the next generation and beyond.  

Independence Day, known colloquially as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday 
in the United States commemorating the Declaration of Independence, which 

was ratified by the Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776,mestablishing 
the United States.  

The Founding Father delegates of the Second Continental Congress declared 
that the Thirteen Colonies were no longer subject (and subordinate) to the     

monarch of Britain, King George III, and were now united, free, and                      
independent states.  The Congress voted to approve independence by passing 

the Lee Resolution on July 2nd and adopted the                                                         
Declaration of Independence two day later, on July 4th. 
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FROM THE COMMANDER 
                        Hello Legion Family, 
 
Let me start by saying Happy 250th Birthday USA and Happy 4th of July to each and every member of our 
great Post Family.   
 
I was very pleased to see many new faces showing Post support as your elected officers attended the 
107th Department of Florida Convention in Orlando.  
 
 I mentioned to you last month, your Post was positioned for big things.   
 
As most of you know, we are very active with our social media. Our Facebook and Instagram pages have  
over 1300 followers and its continuing to grow.  We post daily to keep our membership up to date with the 
goings on at your Post, our community, and share important Veteran information.  
 
David Hoffman leads the charge with this and does an incredible job.  His hard work, dedication, and      
expertise was recognized at the State level with the following:  
 
                                                                                    Blanton-Thompson   
                                                                                             Post 155  
                                                                                     Winner Best Post  
                                                                                Social Media Program  
                                                                         In recognition of your efforts for   
                                                                            promoting the programs of   
                                                          The American Legion Department of Florida  
                                                                                           2025-2026  
 
We are very proud of this accomplishment, and each of you contributed greatly to it.  You see, each          
follower, like, share, and comment help us reach more Veterans, their Families, and our community.  
 
This vital tool, social media, allows us to be recognized in and by our community, it allows us to tell           
The American Legion story, promotes and supports our strength in membership.   
 
 A heartfelt thank you for supporting this effort, your team, and your Post.  
 
More fantastic news coming out of the American Legion Department of Florida State Convention!  
 
Please congratulate our very own Eric Linthicum on being elected as the Department Chaplain for the  
State of Florida.  
 
This is a well-deserved and prestigious position, and we are very proud to have Eric representing our Post 
and serving Veterans across the State.  
 
His dedication, compassion, and commitment to the values of the American Legion make him an             
outstanding choice for this important role.  
 
Please join us in wishing him great success as he begins this new chapter of service.  
As we start our new Legion year together, I want to thank you for your continued support.  
 
Together we have come far, but there is always work to be done for our members, and that will begin now.  

 
(continued on next page) 
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FROM THE COMMANDER - continued 

                     Your officers and I will be calling each of our members to check on you and see if there is          
                        anything we can do for you, but more importantly, listen to you.  
 
This is your Post and your voice matters so expect to hear from us every few months.  
 
Unity is something we will concentrate on immediately as we work hard to promote working closer as a 
family through communication, cooperation, and consideration.  
 
This includes all our great volunteers as well because without you we simply can’t operate.  
 
Keep in mind that volunteers are not paid-not because they are worthless, but because they 
are priceless. They may not necessarily have the time, but they have the heart, and for that we are most 
appreciative.  
 
As of this writing, we have been informed that the concrete pad for the Outback pole barn will be poured 
next week in time for our 250th Birthday Celebration.  
 
Beverages of your liking, food, live entertainment, a waterslide, dunk tank and more will be available for 
you as we christen the new facility.  
 
Wear your patriotic attire as our American Legion Family unites for this historic occasion.  
 
I can’t think of a better time and place to celebrate our Family’s accomplishments!  
 
In closing, I want to leave you with something to ponder.   
 
It makes a big difference in your life when you stay positive. When a happy person walks into 
a room, it’s like someone lit another candle on a birthday cake.  
 
Optimism and a positive attitude are a happiness magnet so if you stay positive, good things along with 
good people will be drawn to you.   
 
Now imagine if you can, what that same room would be like when negativity enters. Negativity can kill any 
organization in short order, and this great Post is not a place for it.  
 
“For God and Country” 
 
John Marler, Commander 
 American Legion Post 155 

CHECK OUT THE POST  
WEBSITE: 

www.flPost155.org 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 155 email address: 
alafl155sec@gmail.com 

Thank you for choosing American Legion Post 155!  

If you are happy with our service, please like us on our 
FACEBOOK PAGE at AMERICAN LEGION POST 155 CRYSTAL RIVER  

Thank You...          
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Post 155 Chaplain 

                Greetings, my American Legion Family. 
 
It is my honor once again to be serving as your American Legion Post 155 Chaplain.  First, I want to thank Chaplain Eric 
Linthicum for his service as chaplain for Post 155 these past 4 ½ years and to congratulate him in his new position as 
Florida Department Chaplain.  May God bless him in his endeavors and safeguard both he and his wife, Linda, in the 
times and travels this new adventure affords them.  Eric has left significant footprints for me to follow; with God’s grace 
and the support of you, my Post 155 families, I pray I am up to the task.  
  
Much has changed since I last served you as chaplain. As a Post and as individuals, we have collectively gained much 
and we have lost much. Many new members have joined 155, adding a new spirit, vitality, and energy that is much     
welcomed and greatly appreciated.  Sadly, many members have answered the call of our Supreme Commander and 
joined that great eternal assembly in the afterlife. In memory of lost comrades, I challenge each of you to pick up the 
tools of their commitment, their dedication, and their love  of Legion and country, and in their honor to follow the paths 
they forged. 
 
Congratulations to the 2026-2027 Officers and Executive Committee of American Legion Post 155; Unit 155, American 
legion Auxiliary; Squadron 155, Sons of the American Legion; and Chapter 155, American Legion Riders!  Whether you 
agreed to serve this Legion Year in a new position or are returning to continue the work you began previously, know you 
have my full support as the Post Chaplain. We may not always agree on how a mission should be accomplished, but I 
trust we will always agree on reflecting the values and principles imbued in our American Legion Preamble. Together, 
may we serve our veterans, our community, our post, our families, our God and our country with honor and dignity. 
 
Family members: as your Chaplain, I am here to serve you.  If there is any way I can support, strengthen, or assist you, 
as a chaplain; as a fellow legionnaire; as a friend; please do not hesitate to call on me.  I am here for you. 
 
Remember always: Today is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Wishing you good cheer 
and many blessings, 
 
For God and Country 
 
Patie Pule 
Chaplain, American Legion Post 155 

Greetings, 
          
 A big thank you to all of our past year’s officers for the great year we had last year.  As we begin our  journey 

in to the new Auxiliary year, I also want to thank all of you who have stepped up and taken on an office or a program!  
 
I look forward to working with all of you to make this year.  My goals this year are communication and cooperation, not 
just within our Unit, but with all of our Legion family! 
 
Our Girls State delegates have returned from the week of learning and teamwork in Tallahassee.  I can’t wait for them to 
attend a meeting to tell us about their experiences. 
 
We have a new members Kelly Paradis, who will be reaching out to you to help coordinate our volunteers for our month-
ly breakfast.  A huge thank you to Natalie Reeves for all the hard work over the past 2 years!  Our July breakfast will be on 
July 12th. 
 
Some of our Officers and chair people will be heading to workshop on July 24th and will be coming back with tons of 
information on our programs.  We will have all of this great information at our next meeting on June 23rd.  I hope to see 
you all there. 
 
 For God and Country 
 Michelle Cavalieri,  President, Unit 155 American Legion Auxiliary 

Auxiliary Unit 155  
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Squadron 155 Commander 

                       Hello Squadron 155 Family.    
 
                     Membership cards are available at our meetings on the first Tuesday of every month, starting at 
7:00 PM.  If you are not able to make the meeting, please call me so we can make arrangements to meet.    
 
We host Friday Fish Fry the 3rd Friday of every month and Breakfast the 4th Sunday of every month. These two 
monthly events are major fund raisers for the charities we support. We could certainly use your assistance, 
just a few hours each month goes a long way, and I would be very  grateful for your assistance.  
 
Any questions, please call or text me at 484-368-6227.  We are here for all of you - SONS Helping Veterans.    
  
Robert “Humpty” Pizzillo,  
Commander, Squadron 155, Sons of the American Legion 

Chapter 155 American Legion Riders 

                             Hello American Legion Post 155 Family, 
 
                               This month we celebrate the birth of our nation, so let’s take a moment to appreciate the country we 
live in.  A lot of us have been deployed to other countries for extended periods of time and have experienced what 
other cultures’ lives are like.  We often take for granted of all this country has to offer and when you see how other 
nations live it really makes you appreciate what we have here in the USA.   
 
As we enjoy the festivities the 4th of July has to offer, take a moment to give thanks to those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to make this country what it is today.  I hope you all have a great and safe 4th and I hope to see you all at the 
4th of July party at the post, this will be the grand opening of the Outback so bring the kids and have fun celebrating 
250 years of the American dream.  
 

“For the Cause, Not the Applause” 

 
Scott Herndon 
Director, Chapter 155, American Legion Riders 

Post Resource Officer 
 
Hello American Legion 155 Family, 

I am Janet Richards, your newly appointed Post Resource Officer and I look forward to serving all the members of Post 
155 in this new Legion year.   

The 3rd Monday of each month from 1-3pm Carrie from the DAV will be available to help file claims and answer your 
questions.  Please take advantage of this resource at the post.   

The Citrus County Veterans Partnership has been busy compiling a great resource list for Veterans in Citrus County 
that will be available at the post.   

Please mark your calendar for 24 October 2026 for the 2nd Annual Stand Down at Post 155.  All Veterans and welcome 
to attend and all the American Legion Families are invited to volunteer and check out all the resources.  

I look forward to working with you all this year.    

Janet Richards 603-393-4167  
Post Resource Officer 
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It’s Early Bird Season !! 
                                         It’s that time of year when we kick off our “Early Bird” membership drive starting July 1st.    
                                         For our seasoned Veterans, you know all about our “Early Bird” program but for  our new   
                                         members, renewing ‘early’ helps us to achieve 50% membership renewals by the first  
                                         week of September each year.  For goals achieved, the Post receives awards  and       
                                         recognition at our annual Convention in Orlando.  
 
                                         For those members that took advantage of the 3-year renewal, you have one less thing to 
worry about.  Membership cards for 2027 were picked up at Convention and they’ll soon be out to you via 
USPS.  We highly recommend members take advantage of the 3-year renewals.  One less thing to   worry 
about and you will be renewing at the current rate and avoid any potential increases that may arise.  Keep in 
mind that the 3-year renewal can only be completed online with either a debit card or credit card.  If you wish   
to take advantage of the 3-year renewal, I’d be glad to assist.  Annual renewals are easy; you can renew 
online (debit or credit card required), send in your payment with your renewal notice, or stop  by the Post and 
pay by credit card, check or cash.  It’s that easy. 
 
We thank you and appreciate your continued support.  We can’t fulfill our mission of supporting our Veterans 
and our community without ‘YOU”! 
 
Kathy  
Kathy Hockenberry 
Adjutant 

VETERANS - FAMILY - FRIENDS 

TO RECRUIT ONE 
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American Legion Post 155   

 Commander: John Marler    Chaplain: Patie Pule 
 1

st
 Vice Commander: Doug Hockenberry   Historian: Eric Linthicum 

 3
rd

 Vice Commander: JR Bailey    Sergeant-at-Arms: Mike Vaughan 
 Finance Officer: Kathy Hockenberry    
 
 Executive Committee Members: 
 Alan Arnold      Janet Richards 
 Scott Herndon      Bill Shreve 
 LJ Hirnikel      Roland Todd 
 Rick Krauzowicz     Donna Worthington 
 Jerry Payne 
 

 
Unit 155, American Legion Auxiliary 

 
 President: Michelle Cavalieri    Chaplain: Sallie Haley 
 1

st
 Vice President: Barb Logan    Historian: Celeste Marler 

 2
nd

 Vice President: Paula Kier    Sergeant-at-Arms: Marci Mansfield 
 Secretary: Shannon Flaherty    Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms: Sharon Krause 
 Treasurer: Betty Noice 
 
 Executive Board Members: 
 Nancy Bailey      Dottie Laird 
 Eileen Harrison      Michele Shreve  
 
 
 

Squadron 155, Sons of the American Legion 
 

 Commander: Robert Pizzillo    Chaplain: John Seaholtz 
 1

st
 Vice Commander: Leonard Licata   Sergeant-at-Arms: JR Caley 

 2
nd

 Vice Commander: Mike Crowder   Adjutant: Mike Paradis 
 Finance Officer: Harrison Forbes   Judge Advocate: Mike Mulcahy 
 
 
 

Chapter 155,  American Legion Riders 
 

 Director: Scott Herndon     Road Captain: Doug Hockenberry 
 Assistant. Director: Richard Fabsits               Sergeant-at-Arms: Rick Wright 
 Adjutant: Wendy Fabsits    Chaplain: Jimmy Brown 
 Finance Officer: Kathy Hockenberry   Historian: Janaya Swanson 

Let’s congratulate and welcome our 2026 -2027 
American Legion Post 155 Family Officers 



Organization & Club Meetings 

Page 9 

  American Legion Post 155 

Offers Rental Space 
 

Are you planning a wedding, special birthday, anniversary 

or group gathering? 
 

Check out our Main Hall rental space.   

Discounted rate for Legion Family Members 

Call answering machine @ 352-794-6360 for a call-back  

 

Submarine Veterans - Meet on the 1st Saturday of the month at 11:00 AM. 
 
 
 

NARLEO (National Association of Retired Law Enforcement Officers) Meet on the 4th Wednesday 
in Main Hall. E-Board Meeting 6:00 PM; Membership Meeting at 7:30 PM. Point of contact is Marcy Sigurd-
sen at 352-697-1937. PO Box 955, Lecanto, FL 34460-0955. No meetings June, July, or August.   
 

Marine Corps League Citrus Detachment #819, PO Box 640383, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0383  
Monthly meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the Auxiliary Room at 7:00 PM. Point of contact is    
Norman Brewer at 352-601-2090 or by email at  nbrewer2@ tampabay.rr.com. 
 
BNI (Business Network International) - Meets every Thursday at 7:00 AM in the Main Hall.  

                                                     Thursday with a shotgun start @ 8:00 AM unless otherwise noted.  
                      Sign up with Buddy Reed at (352-228-4200) if you want to golf.   
                         If you can’t make it, call the golf course or Buddy. Thanks!  

 
                                       Thursday:   
                                         2 - Inverness 
                            9 - Plantation  
                                    16 - Royal Oaks 

                                     23 - Plantation    
                          30 - Inverness 

July 2026  - Golf League Information 

HELP US PREVENT VETERAN SUICIDE 
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Key Staff Officer List 2026-2027 
 American Legion Post 155   

Position Name Phone  

Commander John Marler 954-325-6521 

1st Vice Commander Doug Hockenberry 727-514-3742 

2nd Vice Commander Vacant  

3rd Vice Commander Ervin “JR” Bailey 619-729-4598 

Adjutant Kathy Hockenberry 813-716-5699 

Finance Officer Kathy Hockenberry 813-716-5699 

Post Resource Officer Janet Richards 603-393-4167 

Historian Eric Linthicum 301-213-8989 

Chaplain Patti Pule 570-369-3321   

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Vaughan 614-361-8802 

Judge Advocate Jay Conti 352-287-1400 

Social Media Dave Hoffman 920-284-7937 

Executive Committee Members -  Alan Arnold,  
Scott, Herndon, Rick Krauzowicz, LJ Hirnikel, Jerry Payne,    

Janet Richards, Bill Shreve, Roland Todd,  
and Donna Worthington  

Unit 155, American Legion Auxiliary 

Position Name Phone  

President Michelle Cavalieri 352-220-4211 

1st Vice-President  Barb Logan 352-795-4233 

2nd Vice-President Paula Kier 352-586-5635 

Secretary Shannon Flaherty 239-247-1414 

Treasurer Betty Noice 352-628-1359 

Chaplain Sallie Haley 256-679-5998 

Sgt at Arms Marci Mansfield 814-706-2109 

Asst. Sgt at Arms Sharon Krause 973-951-5742 

Historian Celeste Marler 954-298-3263 

Executive Committee - Nancy Bailey, Eileen Harrison,               
Dottie Laird, and Michele Shreve  

Squadron 155, Sons of the American Legion 

Position Name Phone  

Commander Robert Pizzillo 484-368-6227 

1st Vice Commander Lenny Licata 954-778-6002 

2nd Vice Commander Mike Crowder 352-422-8949 

Finance Officer Harrison Forbes 570-983-6621 

Chaplain John Seasholtz 352-382-4285 

Judge Advocate Mike Mulcahy 301-748-5879 

Adjutant Mike Paradis 727-366-9611 

Sgt at Arms JR Jesse Caley 352-795-9512 

Historian Vacant  

Chapter 155, American Legion Riders 

Position Name Phone  

Director Scott Herndon 305-322-7187 

Assistant Director Richard Fabsits 708-743-6123 

Adjutant Wendy Fabsits 815-592-1371 

Chaplain Jimmy Brown 352-422-7910 

Finance Officer Kathy Hockenberry 813-716-5699 

Sgt-at-Arms Rick Wright 352-601-7142 

Road Captain Doug Hockenberry 727-514-3742 

Historian Janaya Swanson  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ON SALE 

American Legion Post 155 T-Shirts ~ $15 each.   

Sizes range from Small to 4XL. 
 

SAL  T-shirts ~ $15 each  
“We’re more than just a program ~ Get ‘er Done, be a Son”  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUXILIARY FUNDRAISER ITEMS 
 

Auxiliary V-Neck T-Shirts $20.00 
 

Auxiliary Tumblers $20.00  
 

There going fast, hurry and get yours. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Honor Guard 

Position Name Phone  

Captain Mike Sisto 518-651-7848 

Lieutenant  Eric Linthicum 301-213-8989 

Sgt at Arms Fred Whitehurst 352-480-7204 

Chaplain Eric Linthicum 301-213-8989 

   Next Blood Drive 
 17 August 2026/Monday 

   3:00 PM—6:30 PM 



AL Auxiliary Unit 155  07/28 
AL Riders Chapter 155  12/26 
Baker, Bob & Elfie  10/26 
Belkin, Michael   01/27 
Boucher, Roger   10/27 
Cieslewicz, Steven & Gloryann 03/28 
Granger, Bill    08/30 
Grieme, Judy   03/30 
Hockenberry, Doug & Kathy 06/27 
Jenkins, Kerry   12/26 
Kawonczyk, Peter  08/27 
Kornatowski, Ron  04/29 
Legros, Henry    04/27 
Logan, Barbara   03/28 
Luehring, Thomas P.  07/27 
McCallister, Chuck  12/26 
McMechan, Samuel  10/28 
Ricca, Raymond  12/26 
Shreve, Michele & Bill  08/26 
Snead, John & Virginia   05/28 
Sosnicki, Alex   09/26 
Spahr, Margie & Bill  10/26 
Telfer, Connie   03/27 
Voelz, Sig & Tom  09/26 
Weston, Tom & Jan  12/26 
Wilson, Judith L.  09/26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~In Loving memory of~ 
Arthur J. Cody   12/28 
Linda Granger   12/29 
Jay Berry   03/30 
Frank & Cindy Heather  03/35 
Ron & Irene Kornatowski 04/29 
Rick Logan   03/28 
Dan Pule   03/27 
Alexander Telfer  03/27 
 
 

CHECK OUT THE POST  
WEBSITE: 

www.flPost155.org 
 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 155 email address: 
alafl155sec@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Donation of $10.00  a year can be 

made to be a member of the         
Scuttlebutt Booster Club.  Mail check 
payable to Scuttlebutt Booster Post 
155 and mail to address below . If your 
name is not in this month’s edition and 
you are a Booster, please advise the 

Post immediately.  
 
 

~ NOTE ~ 
If you have submitted an e-mail  

address to us, you will be receiving 
your newsletter via e-mail.  If you 

change your e-mail address, please let 
us know.  This is a cost savings to the 

Post not only by not printing more  
copies, but by not mailing them out. 

 
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
 As space permits, we have an   

Advertisement Page for our members 
to provide information of any particular 

business or fundraising. 
 

 Prices are $10 per month OR $100 
per year [paid in advance]; size is 

based on business card dimensions 
only and space is limited.  Submit to 
“Scuttlebutt Post 155” no later than 
15th of the month with your contact        

information. 
 
 

Blanton-Thompson American Legion Post 155 
6585 W. Gulf to Lake Highway 

Crystal River, Florida 34429-9355  
 

Phone: 352-795-6526   Hall Rentals: 352-795-6526 extension 5  
 

E-mail: btpost155@gmail.com - WEBSITE:  www.flPost155.org 
 

Send any change of address or e-mail address to: 
 American Legion Post 155, 6585 W. Gulf to Lake Highway, Crystal River, Florida 34429 

 
PIO/PR: Dave Hoffman djameshoffman@gmail.com or 920-284-7937 (cell) 
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TO SAVE ONE 
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